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o kills His Patien

Yale Law School, and the Supreme Court
of the State of Connectlcut, recently (de-
¢lared In an address dellvered at Sara-
togs, that a person has a right to end his
'#ifs when he wishes, snd that o physiclan
§s jusiified In hastening the death of a
patient affiicted with an Incurable dlsease.
8o radieal a statement from so eminent
& man cansedl general discusslon.
Dr. Nehamiah Nlckerson, of Meriden, Ot

rmcn SIMEON, B. BALDWIN, of the

one of the most dlstinguished physlclans
in New England, ex-president of the Mer!-
den Medleal Soclety and ex-superintendent
of the Meriden Hospital, communleating
upon Judge Baldwin's speech, sald not only
that he agreed with the Judge, but that
lie hind, more than onoe, when so requested
by patlents or thelr friends, put an end
forever to thelr suferings. i

Dr. Nickerson has dlctated his vlews on
the subject to the Sunday Journal

“Why I Have Helped Suffering
Patients Qut of the World.”

as mot been changed by the oritieisms of the clergy
Y-,::!:rllno.’h:-other phyaicians. I atill think, and always ahall,
that if a patient is suflering from an inournble disease, and he
wwants relief from his misery, thnt n physician in doing a deed of
merey If he helpa him to end his life.

That Is & proposition that I am prepared to defend. I have equally strong
c¢onvictions on another proposition which has brought upon me a storm of
dleapproval

This {s that If & man has no obligations to hold him to this world he has
# vight {o leave it whenever he wishes. I clalm that a man has a right to
commit suiclde without beilng called a fool or Insans,

A physician should never yleld to a patient's pleading for death unless
he knows that the disease is incurable. My critles ralse the question of the
gallibility of a physician's judgment. There are some cases in which the
physician cannot maks a mistake. For instance, he cannot ba decelved by
the intolerable agonles of the final stage of external cancer.

He knows the hopeless last stages of phthisis. He knows when the death
throes of heart diseass are approaching. In other cases, when there s the

. sliphtest donbt, he should call in e consulting physlclan.

1 have relleved the suffering of 2 good many patients in the course of my
thirty-five years’ practice. I shall not say = dozen, mor more:ngy. less, and
thus bring down a further rain of critlelsm.

A patient who was near the end with consumption sent for me. Bhe
begeed that T would not let her suffer the last terrible pangs of the disease.
Fer hushand begeged the same favor as piteously as she. I saw that she
\conld not llve more than a day or two. I administered chloroform. I kept
her under the influence of it from 10 o'clock at night until the end. She dled
it 4 the next morning—dled peacefully and without pain, and her husband
-hanked me when it was over.

1 had a frlend, a woman whom ] had known all my Ilfe. Latterly she
vas afflicted with heart disease. She asked me to promise that when her
f!nal fllness came I would not allow her to suffer as she had seen others
‘uffer from heart disease at the last. I promlsed.

When the end came I attended her and 1 kept my word. Bhe sent for
me at 10 o'clock one morning. I administered chloroform continuously. When
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evening came she passed quietly and painlessly away, I had kept my promiss,
and I was glad I did.

When I was a surgeon in the Federal Army I was assistant officer in
charge of a Unlon hospital In the South. One of our boys was brought in
one day, literally almost shot to pleces. His stomach was ghot away, There
Wwos not the slightest hope that he would recover, He begged that I would
“put him out of his misery,” I gave him chloroform. It was s humans act.

Such cases might be multipled, but I will not shock my ecritics by
enumerating them. | Buffice it to say that I think the physiclan who wiil not
relleve the death agonles of, say, a case of external cancer {s a brute,

Physlclans speak of glving morphine to allay paln. In the advanced stages
of scme diseases—of which I instance externel cancer—the powers of absorp-
tlon are practfcally destroyed, Morphine cannot be administered with any
effect. ]

I have always used chloroform in such cases, It dulls the sensitive nerves
and the spinal cord and arrests the heart action In systole. Its actlon is
egentle,

Buch cases are beyond and sbove the law. They are not contemplated by
It. They are to be settled at the bar of the physlclan’s own judgment,

As for the moral or religious aspect of the case, It i still a matter to
be seitled by the Individual. To be sure, there iz in the decalogues a com-
mandment, “Thou shalt not klIL" But there are clrcumstances under which
kllling is admissible. The United States takes that stand In her war poliey.
Bhe ig killlng Fillplnos dafly In what she calls a humane war. She executes
criminals, Her laws excuse murder done In self-defences.

H®sce I contend that killing, If you must eall it 80, to end a patient's
inevitable suffering and hasten hls certaln death, is justifiable,

I object, however, to the classification. Anticipating death by a few hours
or days when death s Inevitable and s sure to be preceded by intolerable
suffering is not murder. Tt i{s the highest and broadest humanity.

A young woman told me last week that a relative of hers was dying, He
was dying slowly and in suéh agony that she conld not bear to see him again.
It was bru‘al for that man's ph¥siclan to prolong life under such clrcum-

Is to have on one glde the stamp or legend
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stances, sgonizing to the patlent and
harrowing to those about him.

It |s & physiclan's miselon to cure
disease and alleviate suffering. Thers
fs & point beyond which he cannot
cure disease. After that it Is his Auty
to alleviate suffering,

Medleal sclence has made great
strides away from superstition. Time
was when if an unborn child menaced
the life of the mother both child and
mother were sacrificed. It Is different
now. The world has grown away from
the false standard of duty,

I have been asked whether I egree
with those sclentiste who belleve that
the Insane should be killed to prevent
the perpetuation of thelr specles. I
do not go so far, but I think that meas-
ures should be taken to prevent the
perpetuation of thelr specles,

Agaln, I do not advocates the Spart-
an method of destroying the children
who ere born with maimed bodles or imperfect brains In order that & stronger
rage should be reared.

I am convinced that many physiclans, perhaps half, perhaps more, of thoss
engaged In practice do relleve the death agonies of their patienta. Those who
are severest In thelr criticisms I belleve are among the number.

As to sulcide, every man's life’is his own. He may do with it what he
will, as long as he does not Interfere with the rights of others. If he has
no obligatlons—as, for instance the support of a dependent family—I see no
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A UNIVERSAL COIN 1S NEEDED THE WORLD OVER

F natlopallties have spoken and writ-

ton on the sutiject of the introfduction,
of n system of colpage which should bave
a unlversal standard. The proposition has
fulled to meet with success on account af
the d'@icelty Ip persunding the people of
dierent conntries to abandon thelr own
systems of colnage, which appenr to them
part and parcel of themselves as much as
thelr language Iself,

“The 1lme seems approaching,' sald a
financler, ““when It will be possible snd per-
m-,ldvlthe for ‘E:‘;vga:..lt“ H&—; dﬁa-pt—-i
eotth L0oN'" stuis "be cosmopolitan, the

ot and fineness of which might be
mined by the conventlon and (he
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wave power motors durlng the Winter.

Wave power motors bave up to date proved about as useléla

a8 perpeipal motion machines

But patents were Issued at Washington last week for o wave

power machine bullt on a new principle.

It ls a device “for harnessing the wuves,” as all wave power
Inventors express It, that is so simple tlst any one who has

#¥er taken a surf bath ean comprehend it.
When & big roller comes In and strikes

In liabis to knock him down. That kind of wave power Is easy

to understand.

It 15 exactly this striking force that the nmew wave motor Is

eald to make use of.

The breskers dashing pp a shelving beach hurl themselves
ngalnst o eylinder head. This pushes bnek s piston rod, forelng
water up & plpe with the actlon of a pump,.

. The water pumped up In this way Is stored In a tank thirty to
seventy-five feet high on the top of a nearby hill or blaff. It

een then be used easlly for runtiing turblne
Ing electric power. .

Mr. R. 8. Lawrence, of Washington, Isrthe Inventor of this
Whve power system, which has just been patented.

He claims that on the shores of Staten lsland and Long Island
In Greater New York enongh electric power can be developed
by this device to run all the street ears, turn all the machinery

A0 light every house in the whole city.

. It m-kes a Niagars water power right at our doors, he suys.

- z His plan requires the placing of pumps

~ for ‘he various purpuses of

boches, and storing the electrio energy which they develop
in great power houses placed ut convenient distapces aparst.

From these central power

40 , mses the eleatricity would be
transformed into hizh and low voltage curfents, and distrituted E
lighting and wwmuqmm
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onr maty years commenelal men of wllminting of which milght be Intrusted to a

body of experts made up of representatives
from all the natlons who eare to enter Into
the project,

“Sueh o coln would probably never sup-
plunt the coin loezl to the wvarlons coun.
tries In whlich also the cosmopolitan coin
Wecsine curtént, yet with educatiin toking
auch #trides ug 1t seems to be dolog every-
wlere, It ought not to be diicult to n.
siryet the children in schogls {n the table
of the proposed coln and give them practi
cal lipstrations In its use. Such a coln

-+71d not be welcomed enthusiastically
bY € 11 traders In different countries who
A ey £ "rrﬁ: by the uofamillarity of
travellers vith ~ poln of the realm and

thelr natural b“wlldnrment in attempting

to fix In their minds the comparative vaiue
of articles gonsidered In relstlon to the
rwoney they have always bandled, but It
would be @ hoon to the great travelllng
world’s public, to our globe-trottlng com.
mereial travellérs, to opulent tourists and
to Indlgent emigrants,

“The subject of a cormopolitan coln s not
i new one,” sald a member of n banking
firm, “In some of the aspeecls of the case
It appears to be very desirable. It has heen
suggested that the various commerclal na-
tlons agree upon a gold coln, of uniform
welght and fineness, to be glven o name
which would be understood in most of the
countries agreelng to Its colnage. Rach
country !s to coln Its own pleces and {o be
responsibile for thedr accuracy. The coln

A NEW WAVE-POWER MACHINE THAT MAY FURN

OW that the sea surf along the New York and Jersey shores
can be of no more use for bathing purposes this year, it

4 person squarely It

wheels and generst-
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h—WlW-Pmr n}«p_{g'n in position;
‘B—Pipes leading (%o storage tanks.

of the country colning it and on the other
Its unlversal name. Tt will readily be eeen
thet with suel @ eoln In universal use,
both In practles and neconnts, commercial
transactlons wonld -uo doubt be greatly fa-
clitated. I do not look. however, for lts
carly accomplishment., Its desieabllity 1=
not gufficient to overcome the long estab-
lished eustoms of the varlons countries so
us to lead them to rellnquish the names
and styles of thelr varlons colns, Conserva-
tive Eogland. for Instapce, with its cum-
brons system, ls oot lkely to rellngquish
{ts pormds, shillings and pence and adopt
the deelmal syvstem of France, Germany,
Italy anQd the United Stntes. And it Is not
ITkely that the latter wounld give up their
qulek and handy deoclmal system for that

of England. On the whole, the |dea ls a
very gond one, but, llke mony other d
things—Ilke the proposed metrlcal system,
for Instance—lmpossible of aceomplishment
for various rensons at pregent,'
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reason why he may not end his life if
he wishes,

It his work in the world Is
done—if he feels that he 1s through
with ft—he has a right to die

when apd In the way he wishes,
without belng called & fool or in-

it tbeet ++HH+WM+WWMW+++H;HHH++HH+HM

A WOMAN IS ONE OF CALIFORNIA'S BEST PILOTS.

HE vocatlon of Mlzs Jeunle Vineent,
the woman pllot of San Pedro Har-
bor, has nitracted much attention

from XHnasteérn tourists In Bouthern Call.
fornla.

Miss Vineent Is probabiy the only woman
stenmboat pilot in the world, and 1t ghe
had not emigrated West from her paternal
home for generations at Marblehead, Mass.,
she wonld oo doubt be now engaged in
some New Englend town fn o pursoit that
has been woman's for ages.

Bhe 1s a slight, blue-eved, light-halred,
cligerful little lndy of about twenty-three
rvoars. Her two elder brothers came to
Callfornla to cogage In the new Industry
of sardine packing on the Paclfic coast.
She came later to keep house for them.

Floaneclal reverses eame upon the brothers,
and Miss Vincent, baving no more house
to keep after the Sheriff had had hls sale,
locked about for some employment in her
new Western home,

fhe had always }ived by the sea at Mar-
blehead, mnd hid been with an uncle for
days at o time on o steam craft of which
be was the englueer. From her girlhood
she had known how minachinery in smnll pro-
peller eteambonta s operated, and she had
many times trled her hand st plloting for
her uncle.

8o, when financlal clouds lowered over
the Vincent cottage st EBan Pedro, Miss
Jennle resolved to becowme a pllot on the
harbor there, 8he studleéd pavigation,
learned the lawa of pllotnge, and mean-
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How the wave motors would be

beach and connected with electric power station.

The wave power pump Itzelf I8 a very slmple affalr.
A big metal eylinder five feet long by three feet through, encased

In wood gnd strongly banded. This pump

between plling. It {8 placed i such a position ds to receive the
full foree of the waves ag they come Uead on upon the Heach.

mibtlon of the piston fod Ofty gallons of witer are
2 stop. vilve prevents It fowlng
sen, The backward rush of the water on the

At gvers mb
forced up Info

: the plpe. A
back Into the’ ses

|l Lml

Beach forces the piston rod back Intp Its: orlginal: positian,

M ST A

,/‘ ULLLELLE o | mer strokes per minute. This gives to sach pump the ca 3
P ||!”[m=“||| of storing 21,000 gifllons per Hour, apd counting on Sfteen honrs') o
i | 'iﬁpmlmllp D delly service, & pumplog capaeity of 310,000 gallons per day, | |+

1 | frtbiead A thousand of these pumps conid be plsced in one mile of

L
.

/
.
|
/ usnally high tide has
/ﬂ_ ing the apparatus all

placed on ‘ocean

action.
It s 'n

Ia gecutely fastencd
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His lopventlom, Mr, Lawrence points but, 1s 8o placed
water, six fnches from the bottoin of an lnclining beach,
cannot be Injured or serlonsly affected by storm, tempest, high!
tide or glant rollgrs; and the operation of the pump Is by direct:

while earned some money 8s a pliot for &
little tug In the burbor. Lasi Beptember
she passed an examination required by the
State Boord of Pliot Cemmulssionens, and
aat Januare she held her certificate as a
socond elpss plist. -

Bhe has in the pnst few months plldted
T'uelfle ponst ghips (ato San IHegp and Ban
Podero harbors. Miss Vineent mikes from
§20 to §120 & mouth as & pliot, and hér ani-
bitlon 48 to beoome eso expert In 4 few

venrs that she may piss an examinn
do first-clans ])Hot.!u

ornla are §6 per
dmught of the craft and also 4 cenis
ten of merchandise. There are
Rels 8,000 tons that come in %
clurho Byy, and the pay for them la
each.
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S ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER FOR ALL NEW YORK'

smaller plpe leadlyg from the stornge tank above also nids in the
guiek recoll of the eylinder. : 3 >
The Folling In of the hreakers will produce seven sledge

ham.

water front, ylelding n pumping power of 200,000,000 l'“mﬂr-,. ok

This amount of sea water stored at a helght of seventy-five -
feet could be converted Into 0,000 horse power continuoupsly for
twenty-four hours. This iy equnl to some of the largest stenin el
and electric power plants fn New York o o o

It is such power statlons put up wnerever conditions permit .
along the Staten Island and Long Isiand water fronts that Me.
Lawrenee, the loventor, claims would supply the whole,
with light and power.

s S

presgor, furnlng a crank or shoft; and the first storm o tme =
ended the esperiment with each by knock-

to pleces,

a -l

It remains to be scen. however, \rhother this Intvention will
stand the test of practieal operation, or whether; like other wave
power devices: it will prove merely 63 Interesting ezperiment, =

The accompanying pleture shows the pump i position gt A
the pipes, “B," leading from the pump. beneath the surfngé.
the beach, 0. to the tatk; “D.' on the ton of the binf =
prevails that dt some peclod in
history t‘l;a vust phwer of the peiln sy es—oie of €
of earthly foroes—whi i ! :
for £  beneft of manklod,
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He explaius that most previous attempis to utllize odean wives : _'- v
have been by apparafus placed upon the top of the wafer, to =«
rlge and fail with the waves, {hus working a pump, or aif com-
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